Dear 4-H Professionals,

Virgil Strickler, Ohio State Fair General Manager, has given us the opportunity to expand the Ohio State Fair Dog Activities.  I had a meeting with Virgil and Stacey French on January 11 to get final approval of the schedule.  The State 4-H Dog Advisory Committee will be finalizing all rules this Sunday.  However, I know that it is time (and for some, past time) for you to get information in your county project guidelines/requirements.  Therefore, I wanted to update you on changes for 2006.  The State Fair Dog Show Rules are basically the same except for the following additions and date changes:
1) The OSF Dog Show will be expanded through Friday, August 11.  I have attached a copy of 2006 OSF Dog Show Classes listed in numerological order and chronological order.

2) In a move to eventually eliminate qualifying at the county level, for 2006 all youth enrolled in the Sub-Novice A & B levels and Graduate Novice A & B levels at the county DO NOT have to qualify to show at the State Fair.  4-H Educators may enter all eligible Sub-Novice and Graduate Novice level youth by the July 24 entry deadline.  (Our rationale behind selecting these two obedience levels is that Sub-Novice is the first level obedience class of the Dog Obedience – Beginners project and Graduate Novice is the first level obedience class of the Dog Obedience – Advanced project.  Also, in following the American Kennel Club (AKC) standards, these two levels are the “non-regular” AKC obedience classes, with Sub-Novice called Pre-Novice in AKC.)
3) Youth also DO NOT have to qualify in the following classes to show at the State Fair:  Assistance Dogs, Rally, Team, and Brace.  4-H Educators may enter all eligible youth by the July 24 entry deadline.

4) We are adding Utility A & B levels to the OSF Dog Show.  Information about Utility is in the Dog Obedience – Advanced project.  Utility will be the most advanced dog obedience class at the State Fair.

5) For youth showing in Grooming & Handling Intermediate B and Senior B classes, in addition to questions from the Dog Care 200 and Grooming & Handling project books, questions will come from the following resources: (1) Dog Learning Laboratory Kit (used in skillathons); (2) The Complete Dog Book for Kids (Official Publication of the American Kennel Club), 1st edition, 1996, ISBN – 0-87605-460-2; and (3) ASPCA Complete Dog Care Manual by Bruce Fogle, Roger Caras, and ASPCA Staff, 1993, ISBN – 1-56458-168-3.  The AKC Complete Dog Book for Kids and ASPCA Complete Dog Care Manual are additional resources for 2006.

6) Vaccinations must be current through August 11, 2006.  Here is information from the 2006 Ohio State Fair Dog Project Identification Form and Vaccination Certificate:
a. The Ohio Department of Agriculture requires dogs to have current Rabies vaccinations.  Please have your veterinarian document on the approved vaccination form whether your dog’s Rabies vaccination is current for 1 year or 3 years by filling in the “Date Expires” blank.  Additionally, the Ohio 4-H Dog Program requires that all dogs be vaccinated yearly for Distemper, Hepatitis, Leptospirosis, Parainfluenza, and Parvovirus for exhibition at the Ohio State Fair Dog Show.  However, if your veterinarian does not administer the Leptospirosis vaccination, it may be waived, and the administering veterinarian must initial the applicable box under the DHLPP section.  If your veterinarian follows AAHA recommendations or vaccine antibody titer tests, the administering veterinarian must initial the applicable box under the DHLPP section.  If your veterinarian does not administer certain vaccinations to older dogs, those vaccinations must be noted by the administering veterinarian.
b.  All vaccinations must be administered by a licensed, accredited veterinarian.  For the Ohio State Fair Dog Show, all vaccinations must be current through August 11, 2006.  Note:  Vaccination deadlines for county fairs may differ.

7) The entry deadline for the August 3 Agility is Thursday, July 20, 6:00 p.m.  Entries must be made directly to Carole Paul, 3150 Kioka Ave., Columbus, Ohio 43221-2641.
8) The entry deadline for all classes held August 7-11 is Monday, July 24.  Entries must be sent electronically to Lucinda Miller.

9) The entry deadline for youth with dog posters is Monday, July 24.  All posters must be received in the State 4-H Office or OSU Extension Center at Piketon by July 24 to be eligible for judging.
