DATE: April 13, 2005

TO: AGR EDUC 643 students

FROM: Theresa M. Ferrari

RE: Upcoming assignments and class on April 21

Between now and the next time I see you on April 21, you will be engaged in two class experiences that engage you outside of the classroom. On April 7 in class we discussed the expectations regarding these upcoming events. 

I suggest that you get in the habit of visiting the course web page. I am keeping this up to date each week.
Field trip to Adventure Central in Dayton on April 14 (Assignment #2)
Directions to Adventure Central are posted on both the Assignments and Classes pages of 643 website.

The plan is to meet in the lobby of the Ag Admin Bldg at 1:00 p.m. on April 14 to carpool to Dayton. Kathy, Brenna, and Dona are planning to ride together; Joy and Matt said they’d drive as well. Dilya Bahrieva (visitor from Uzbekistan) would also like to attend and does not have her own transportation. (Due to distance, Janice will not be participating in the field trip and is doing an alternate assignment.)
The experience was developed as a means to achieve the goals of the course, to make abstract concepts come alive. A good field trip experience is more than “showing up.” It involves preparation, participation, and follow-up.

Preparation: Review the goals of the assignment and the background information that is posted at the website (Assignment #2). Prepare questions based on the management and youth development principles. 
Participation: Be an active participant. Observe the physical and social environment. Ask questions. Take notes.
Follow-Up: Write down reflections. Organize notes. To aid in the follow-up, each student will prepare a written report of the experience. The goal of this portion of the assignment is to make connections with what you observe in an actual program and the abstract course concepts that have been discussed in the first two classes (management functions and youth development principles). See also the summary of the class discussion of this assignment; it is posted on the 643 website on the Classes page.
National Youth Service Day (Assignment #1)
Refer to Assignment #1 description distributed in class on March 31 and posted on the 643 website on the Assignments page.
A written assignment is to be prepared as a follow up to this experience. This will be due in class on April 21 when we will debrief the experience through class discussion. The goal of the written assignment is to assess how things went. A grade for the assignment is not based on whether things go “perfectly,” but rather your critical reflection and the connections that you make to the course concepts (management and youth development principles). I want to know your perceptions of the experience; what you did in terms of management functions and youth development principles, and what you’d do differently (see also the description for Assignment #1). Those who have done this as a group assignment should prepare one group report of this experience.
