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COLD CASE FILES: The Case of the Missing Concept
Problem: What is the concept being discussed?
1. [image: image1.wmf]The location is in the church education wing. The church is not far from the elementary school, so the youth walk there after school. When the youth enter the building, they are greeted by the director and several of the volunteers, and the program director checks off their name on the roster. The director also maintains a list of names of adults authorized to pick up the child. The adult must sign out the child at the end of the day.

2. There are a few ways that the boys are referred to the Dignity Project. T. L. works with the boys’ schools as well as the local police department to reach the boys who are in trouble and who could truly benefit from the project. They also bring in college students, who tutor the boys, give them one-on-one attention, and are a friend to them when the boys just need someone to listen. They also have a man on staff who has been a mechanic for many years and now works out of the “Garage” in order to be a mentor to all of the boys. The boys who come to the project are on a daily schedule. They are picked up from school at 2:00 p.m. by one of the college students who work with the organization and are taken to the Garage. They have recreation time where they play sports, hang out, and are tutored in their studies. Then at 6:00 they all have dinner and then head to the garage to begin the work on the cars for about 2-3 hours.  

[image: image2.wmf]COLD CASE FILES: The Case of the Missing Citation
Problem: What is the source of the information?
3. She has people that she considers her friends, but definitely has a “best” friend. Her best friend is such because she can keep a secret. Intimacy and loyalty are common reasons for adolescent relationships, according to Berk’s milestone chart. Connie is an average teenager in a whirlwind of stresses, but is constructing an identity for herself. She has chosen certain scholastic organizations to be involved in, and is an active participant. She makes excellent grades, but I believe she is exhibiting identity diffusion, because hasn’t really considered college or a career. 

4. [image: image3.wmf]By calling oneself a mentor, the person is acknowledging that they [sic] will have frequent contact with someone younger than themselves. Through the CHAMPS program, the mentor is entering the microsystem of someone with whom they have had no past contact. Urie Brofenbrenner, an American psychologist, is responsible for the term microsystem. It is the inner-most level of the environment that a child shares with others. Known as part of his Ecological Systems Theory, it helps explain how the bi-directional relationship affects the behavior of those involved. Bronfenbrenner contends that the more positive microsystems one establishes, the greater the impact is for a positive development. This is why the first meeting between mentor and child is very important.  

Problem: Description (experience) is not connected to course concepts.
Case Solved: The Case of Connecting Concepts to Experience
4.
During this middle childhood stage, the child begins to think in a more organized, logical fashion about concrete, tangible information (Berk, 2000, p. 250). I found this to be particularly true in the children who I am working with. At the beginning of each session, we spent approximately 15 minutes talking about current events of the world and of the children’s individual lives.

5.
It is interesting to see how these children viewed the story. All of the children discussed how they thought Nate felt at particular points in the story. Some even offered insight about how they would feel if they were in the same situation. Although there is one girl who openly rejects every opinion that is not similar to her own, most of the children appeared to be open-minded in their discussions about the story. One girl started by saying that she thought Nate should have looked in the tree for his birthday present first. A little boy said, “Maybe, but I think he did a good job by back tracking the girl who bought him the gift.” This kind of exchange continued until the students come to a consensus as to what they thought Nate should have done. I feel that this interaction shows my students are becoming proficient in intersubjectivity. This is the process whereby two participants who begin a task (or discussion) with different understandings arrive at a shared understanding (Berk, 2000, p. 261).     

6.
Our text asserts that during middle childhood students shift from “learning to read” to “reading to learn.” They adjust the way they read to fit their current purpose--at times seeking new facts and ideas, at other times questioning, agreeing, or disagreeing with the writer’s viewpoint (Berk, 2000, p. 305). After tutoring in the reading program, I must say that I agree. I have witnessed firsthand the students dissecting the author’s work. It is fascinating and rewarding to be in an atmosphere such as this. Children are not just reading, they are learning. 

Problem: Lack of opening paragraph
Case Solved: The Case of the Opening Paragraph

7.
Taking the extra time to understand the importance of the microsystem can better prepare anyone to befriend another person. In the life of a child who attends Talbot Elementary School the microsystem includes teachers, guidance counselors, other children, and volunteers. Each plays a pivotal role in the child's development and can only be beneficial if they all work for the betterment of the child. The following is a discussion of the microsystem that exists between a child and a CHAMPS volunteer. It is an understanding of what the volunteer observes about the child's physical, cognitive, and social development over the course of a college spring semester.

8.
In this chapter, I will discuss how workforce preparation practices can reflect an understanding of what it means to be based on a community youth development model….The first part of the chapter examines the target audience of youth and the role of adults. This is followed by a discussion of program design and delivery issues including experiential learning, life skills, and specific activities for career development. The chapter concludes by identifying several principles of practice.

Problem: Paper ends abruptly, without a summary or conclusion
Case Solved: The Case of the Abrupt Conclusion
9.
In summary, from this experience we want to emphasize three main points. First, the process used to generate the domains would be applicable to most program areas in Extension. By incorporating county faculty input, the relevance of the evaluation instruments can be improved significantly. By using the nominal group process, the instrument is validated by the very people who will be using it and, consequently, is more relevant to their program needs. In addition, this helps ensure that it will be adopted – which has been a significant problem in the past. Second, the instrument developed proved to be very easy to use, yet sensitive enough to show program areas that are in need of improvement. Third, the process has greatly advanced the statewide evaluation efforts of parent education programs, and we will continue to refine and add tools as we proceed into the new four-year plan of work.
