AGR EDUC 643 – Youth Program Management in Non-School Settings

Spring 2005

Assignment #2

Field Trip to Adventure Central, Dayton, OH
Background

Adventure Central at Wesleyan MetroPark is a collaborative relationship between Ohio State University Extension, 4-H Youth Development and Five Rivers MetroParks in Dayton, OH. Now in its fifth year, the center targets urban youth,  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1serving as a hub for out-of-school time programming by offering after-school programs, clubs, and camps. Youth spend time with volunteers reading, getting help with homework, working on hands-on projects, and most important, forming positive relationships with a caring adult.
See Poster Session Handout posted at http://www.ohio4h.org/tferrari/643assignments.html  under Assignment #2 for more background on Adventure Central. Adventure Central’s website is www.adventurecentral.org. 
Goals of Assignment

The goals of this assignment are:

-To gain an understanding of aspects of youth program management (planning, decision making, organizing, staffing, communicating, motivating, leading, controlling)

-To discuss behind-the-scenes operation and management with Center staff


-To engage with participants in a youth development program
Description
Date: 

Thursday, April 14, 2005

Time: 

Depart Columbus @ 1:00 p.m.



Arrive Adventure Central @ 2:30 p.m.



Depart Adventure Central @ 6:30 p.m.



Arrive Columbus @ 8:00 p.m.

Location: 
Adventure Central, Dayton, OH (see below)

Expectations

Students will coordinate transportation to Dayton on April 7.

In class on April 7 students will generate questions to be answered as a result of the field trip experience, such as:
What are the connections to youth development and youth program management concepts?

What were the lessons learned? (application)
These questions will form the basis of the verbal presentation and written report.
Students will give a report and debrief the field trip in class on April 21.

A written report is to accompany the presentation (one per individual).

Contact Information for Adventure Central

Graham Cochran, Center Director and Extension Educator, 4-H Youth Development

E-mail: cochran.99@osu.edu
Nate Arnett, Program Director and Extension Educator, 4-H Youth Development

E-mail: arnett.67@osu.edu 

2222 N. James H. McGhee Blvd.

Dayton, OH  45427
Phone:  937.278.2601
Additional Information

Link to two articles related to Adventure Central 
See http://www.ohio4h.org/tferrari/afterschool_resources.html 
Paisley, J. E., & Ferrari, T. M. (in press). Extent of positive youth-adults relationship in a 4-H Afterschool program. Journal of Extension.
Ferrari, T. M., & Turner, C. L. (2004). Motivations for joining and continued participation in a 4-H Afterschool program. Manuscript submitted for publication.
