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4-H Tractor Supply Company 
Paper Clover FAQ
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What is the 4-H Tractor Supply Company (TSC) Paper Clover Promotion? 

4-H Paper Clovers are paper representations of the 4-H clover that are sold for $1 or more by Tractor Supply Company store clerks and prominently displayed in-store. Retailers who partner with National 4-H Council and run a Paper Clover Promotion in their stores do so because the promotion:
· Drives store traffic 

· Helps them develop relationships with 4-H groups, families, and alumni

· Supports all 4-H programming at the local level

· Is a turn-key, customer-driven fundraising program 

· Low cost to retailer, big impact

Do counties need to do anything to participate in this promotion?
Spread the word! This promotion is being used by TSC to gauge whether or not they want to progress to doing larger and more frequent promotions and fundraising initiatives in all of their 44 states. They are most interested in seeing the 4-H’ers and their families promote the event so that more funds are raised in their stores and go back to 4-H’ers in their communities. They expect, where possible, for 4-H volunteers, staff, and or 4-H’ers to reach out their store managers to see if there is any additional in-store events that they can attend during the duration of the promotion to help draw more traffic to their stores. For example, a 4-H club or a group of 4-H’ers can arrange to table at their local TSC store for a few hours on one weekend of the promotion. Ideas such as hosting small-scale demonstrations in TSC stores will be shared in the upcoming conference calls. The more promotion and publicity counties give the 4-H TSC Paper Clover promotion, the more funds that will be raised for your local 4-H!
When is the promotion?

The promotion begins on Friday, March 26th and through Sunday, April 18th.

What stores are participating in the promotion?

TSC stores in 44 states are participating in the promotion. TSC does not have stores in AK, DC, HI, NV, WY, UT, CO, American Samoa, Guam, and Federal States of Micronesia, Northern Marianas, Puerto Rico, or the US Virgin Islands. In the next few weeks, we will be distributing store lists directly to each state. You can also visit www.tractorsupply.com to see the locations of the stores in your state.  
How much of the funds go back to county 4-H programs?

Sixty percent of each paper clover sold/customer donation will go directly to the county 4-H program in which it was raised, 5 percent will go the 1862 state 4-H office/foundation, and 5 percent will go the partner 1890 institutions that have 4-H programs. For states where the partner 1890 institution does not have 4-H programming or there is no 1890 institution in the state, the 1862 institution will receive 10 percent of the funds raised. The remaining 30 percent will go to National 4-H Council to underwrite the cost of the program.
How and when do counties receive the funds that are raised?

Once the promotion has ended, Tractor Supply Company will send a lump sum check of all the funds raised along with detailed report of how much was raised at each store. Council will send the 60% portion the funds raised to the 1862 state office or foundation for distribution to the appropriate counties. Council provides the state office/foundation with a list of stores, counties, and funds raised in each store/county so that they can distribute each the corresponding amount to each county where the funds were was raised. If a state has an 1890 institution that conducts 4-H programming, the 1890 institution will receive a check for 5% of the funds raised and the 1862 will receive 5% of the funds along with the 60% due to counties in one check. States with that do not have an 1890 institution or have an 1890 institution that does not have 4-H programming will receive a check for 70% of the funds raised; 60% to be distributed to counties and 10% to remain at that state level.  

State offices will be given the option to receive the funds via an electronic funds transfer (EFT). If so, within three weeks of National 4-H Council receiving the funds, Council will deposit the funds into the state account. State offices will then have three weeks to distribute the funds to the respective counties. If the state requests a check, the process may take additional time depending on the time it takes for the state office to process the check and redistribute the funds. 

Will any funds remain at the state level?

Yes—see explanation above. In accordance with the principles of the Smith Lever Act, Council will be splitting the state portion of the funds between 1862 and 1890s as described above.  

What if there is a Tractor Supply Company that services more than one county?

It is the county and/or local staff responsibility to notify the state office if there is a store that services more than one county. Once they receive the final report of what was raised in their state by county, the state office can then split the funds among the additional each county (s) that the store services.
What if there is a store in my county that is not participating?

All of TSC’s existing stores are participating in this year’s pilot promotion.
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What if I want to promote the program within my community and network?

The more promotion and involvement that local 4-H clubs and staff have with the program, the better the results will be! National 4-H Council is creating and posting a short press release, customizable posters and ads, fliers, a template thank you note to send to the store managers after the promotion has completed, and other promotional resources on the 4-H Brand Network. All of these items will be posted on the 4-H Brand Network (www.4-h.org/brandnetwork) as soon as they become available. 

Will Council and/ or Tractor Supply Company be promoting the program?

Yes. Council will be sending pre and post news releases to via a news “blast” to newspapers in the states communities where the promotion is located. In addition, TSC will be including a small ad for the promotion in their circulars. More information about the promotion will be available during the upcoming conference calls. 
What if I have more questions and need more information?

Contact Anarosa Rohan, Retail Partnerships Manager at National 4-H Council, at 301.961.2850 or arohan@fourhcouncil.edu. 
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