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4-H Transforms Lives

Growing up in Wayne County,  Eileen Gress recalls being timid and 
quiet. “When I first joined 4-H in 2002, I was the shy little girl who 
never said anything and sat in the back row. I never voted against 

something or spoke my mind, I was never 
on a committee - I was never involved.”  
Safe to say... 4-H changed all that. 

Eileen shared her 4-H story in a 
presentation to the hundreds of attendees 
at the 2010 Celebration of Youth.
Delving into her first projects, dairy and 
veterinary science, helped her gain a 
sense of belonging that is so important to 
self-confidence. Going to the county fair 

opened up a world of possibilities.The 
following year Eileen traveled to the Ohio 
State Fair and her eyes were opened even 
more. The year after that she returned 
from the State Fair with an Outstanding 
of the Day ribbon for a self-determined 
project on deer. This year, she earned a 
prestigious Clock Trophy award for vet 
science. Eileen’s experiences allowed her 

to develop the poise and competence so 
easily recognizable in our 4-H youth. 
At age 17, she has already traveled to 
Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, and Arkansas 
thanks to 4-H. This year she joins the 
rest of the Ohio delegation to participate 
in the National 4-H Congress in Atlanta, 
Georgia. Eileen has accumulated an 
impressive list of accomplishments, cash 
awards and scholarships. 

The transformation of Eileen Gress is an 
ongoing story with many characters. First, 
there is Eileen herself—a motivated, bright 
young lady. Like every exceptional 4-H’er 
she has benefitted greatly from the caring 
adults around her, including a dedicated 
4-H advisor and a knowledgeable 4-H 
educator. Finally, numerous 4-H donors 

provide the means 
for this to happen. 
Their essential gifts 
provide support 
for curriculum 
materials, advisor 
training, awards and 
recognition, and scholarships and trips. 
The result of this combined effort is, well, 
priceless. 

We can easily imagine the bright future 
ahead for this once shy child, such as 
a public relations career in the dairy 
industry. Eileen sums up her experiences 
(to date) this way: 

“Since joining 4-H, I have become 
a stronger, more versatile person. I 
have become a leader, and my self-
esteem has increased. 4-H has given 
me the ability to express myself 
both through public speaking and 
the written word. I enjoy being 
able to talk to the general public 
about my 4-H projects, and I try to 
teach them a little more about 4-H 
and agriculture, and the role they 
play in everyday life. Through my 
experiences in 4-H, I know that I 
can make a difference in my club, 
my community, my country, and 
my world.”

To see a list of all 27 Achievement Award 
winners for 2010 go to www.ohio4h.
org/foundation/awardsschols.html .
html. Each of these outstanding youth 
members doubtless has a similarly great 
story to tell.

Eileen Gress earns the 
2010 Dairy   Achievement 
Award

Growing up 4-H. Ten-year old Eileen works works with her heifer in 2003. 
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For many years I’ve kept files of quotes 
and, more often, cartoons that appealed 
to me at the time.  One of my favorite 
cartoons depicts a hospital patient gazing 
at the lunch tray.  The caption:  “If they 

think this is 
food, how are 
they going to 
recognize an 
appendix?”

From the file 
of  quotes , 
f o r m e r 
Secretary of 
Ag r i c u l tu re 

Earl Butz in his address to the National 
4-H Congress in 1973 provided this 
favorite:  “Who will write the history 
of GOOD?”   His point then, and valid 
today, was that the history of BAD (“strife 
and struggle, crisis and conflict, disaster 
and disgrace”) is well documented.  “Yet 
through the centuries…[people have] 
been writing the history of GOOD. 
Frequently it’s not well articulated.  Often 
it’s obscured in the shadow of the bold 
headline that proclaims the bad…But 
the history of GOOD is there, day by day, 
working tirelessly to advance the cause of 
Peace on Earth, Good Will Toward Men 
of every clime and every color.”

Ohio 4-H continues to create—and is 
occasionally the media subject of—the 
history of GOOD.  This past year we’ve 
read about: 

•	The Highland County 4-H member 
whose winnings purchased her first 
home.

•	The Shelby Shamrocks Club in 
Shelby County whose members with 
disabilities have benefitted through 
participation in 4-H.

•	The “Real Money, Real World” 
training in Auglaize County that 
provided a financial ‘awakening’ for 
middle school students in Minster.  
This state-wide program has helped 
many youth understand that “needs 
are more important than wants” in the 
words of one participant. 

•	The 9-year-old 4-H member whose 
“I Spy in the Kitchen” project led to 
healthy lifestyle changes, resulting in 

Dear Friend of 4-H,

Match-Making Pays Off

remarkable weight loss for herself and 
her mother.

These are a few of the stories testifying to 
the strength of Ohio 4-H and its impact 
on today’s youth, tomorrow’s leaders and 
their communities.  

To assure continued strength, The Ohio 
4-H Foundation annually provides 
over $100,000 in grants to fund the 
evolutionary and innovative program 
ideas of county and state 4-H staff.   The 
best of these ideas become the projects, 
programs, and success stories that will 
be told in Ohio and across the country. 
Of course, the funding for these grants 
originates with individual and corporate 
gifts to the Foundation.

Thank you for the friendship you extend 
to Ohio 4-H. I encourage you to continue 
creating and writing the history of 
GOOD through your gifts and service.

Best Regards, 

Bob Joseph, President
Ohio 4-H Foundation Board of Trustees

You can double or sometimes even triple 
your 4-H gift with a little bit of time 
spent match-making. Many companies 
encourage philanthropic giving among 
their employees by offering to match 
an employee’s gift with a corporate 
contribution. 

To find out if your company has a 
matching gift policy visit
w w w . m a t c h i n g g i f t s . c o m / o s u / 
and type your employer’s name into 
the search box.  Gifts from retirees and 
spouses are matched by some employers. 
If your company is eligible, obtain a 
matching gift form from your employer 
(usually the personnel office) and send 
it along with your gift to The Ohio 4-H 
Foundation. We will do the rest!

What is your Story?
Did 4-H make a difference in your life? 
We want to hear your story. Do you get 
together with other 4-H alumni such as 
for an annual reunion or to collaborate on 
local projects? Send us a letter or e-mail 
or post directly to our Facebook page 
and tell us how your 4-H experiences 
have shaped your life.

w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m / o h i o 4 H f n d
Follow us on Twitter too!

The mission of the Ohio 4-H Foundation 
is to raise money to enhance the 4-H Youth 
Development program of OSU Extension. 
The Foundation provides funds to initiate 
new or improve existing Ohio 4-H programs 
at the county and state levels. The Ohio 4-H 
Foundation was founded in 1945 as part of 
The Ohio State University Development Fund.

Nationwide & Ohio Farm Bureau 4-H Center

2201 Fred Taylor Dr.
Columbus, OH 43210 

Phone: (614) 292-6943
Fax: (614) 292-5937

Online: www.ohio4h.org/foundation
E-mail: 4hfoundation@cfaes.osu.edu

Foundation Staff

Anna Bernard, Accountant

Lynne Bieber, Program Assistant

Christine Drennen, Foundation Manager

Erin Wingfield, Director of Development
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Donor Honor Roll
July 1 to September 30, 2010

Gifts $10,000 or more 
Heartland Bank
Nationwide Mutual Insurance Co

Gifts $5,000-$9,999 
Lowell and Betty Call
American Legion Dept of Ohio
Osteopathic Heritage Fdn

Gifts $2,500-$4,999 
Catherine Bergman
Patricia Bir
Clarence and Jane Cunningham
Robert and Mary Doster
Robert Grimm
Gerald McClain
Mary Meilwes
Arden and Clarice Shisler
Farm Credit Services of Mid America
Heiner’s Bakery Inc
Telecom Pioneers Ohio Chapter 2
Turner Construction Company

Gifts $1,000-$2,499 
Timothy Cassell
David and Debra Grimm
Paul Grimm
Don and Joan Herr
Bob and Linda Joseph
Frederick and Kathryn Pepple
Norma Pitts
Stephen and Cindy Rasmussen
Lyle and Hilda Spiess
Barbara Vance
Ohio Farm Bureau Federation Inc
Nucor Steel Marion Inc
Ohio Corn Marketing Program
Franklin County Farm Bureau Inc
Buckeye Leadership Workshop Inc
OSCO Industries Foundation

Gifts of $500-$999 
Anonymous
Benjamin and Mary Bartilson
Charles and Sue Bell
Gregory and Jodi Garrison
Marjorie Hall
Paul Hall
Erin Holmes-Wingfield and 

Brian Wingfield
Fred and Helen Joseph
Jeff and Jill King
Chuck and Gwyenna Lifer
Jim and Lillian Marquand
Terry McClure
Jim and Nancy Patterson
John Ridge
Robert and Peggy Scherer
David and Georgette Skrobot
Robert and Dorothy Teater

Howard and Judith Warner
Ohio-Michigan Equipment 

Dealers Association
COBA/Select Sires Dairy 

Science Scholarship
Mid-City Electric Company
Hewlett Packard Financial 

Services Center
Pike County YMCA
Community Fdn of Greater 

Lakeland Inc Barnett Fund
Anner Maria Hudson Society CAR

Gifts of $100-$499 
Donna Andres
David and Marti Andrews
Thomas and Shelia Archer
Josh Astorino
Leonard and Beatrice Ballas
Ella Mae Bard
Doris Barr
Carolyn Belczyk
Arthur and Jean Bell
Gale and Ronald Betterly
Robert and Pamela Birkenholz
Andrea Bowlin
Willard and Helen Breon
Vern Cahill
Edward and Phyllis Calomeni
Kristyn Carman
Beatrice Cleveland
Nikki and William Conklin
Kevin and Del Corcoran
Patrick and Diane Corcoran
Timothy and Karen Corcoran
Lee and Phyllis Debnar
Arthur and Elizabeth Deisher
Louis and Joan Eyerman
Carol Eyster
Theresa Ferrari
Francille and John Firebaugh
Edward Fladt
John and Anne Foltz
Sandy Free
Howard and Teresa Freeman
George and Celia Greenleaf
Barbara Greshel
David and Joan Grube
Larry Hall
Mike Haller
Janice Hanna
Robert and Mary Harp
William Hartnett
Jim and Marlene Helt
Roger and Patricia Himes
Doris Huffman
Charles Ingraham
Kathy Jacobs
Van and Nancy Jones
Daniel and Tammy Joseph
Edwin Keister
Edison and Ruth Klingler
Dave and Kathy Koehler

Jamie Lambert
Kathryn Liggett
Kathrine and Andrew Lorenz
Robert and Sally Malaret
Daniel and Marilyn Masters
Laura and James Mather
William McCleery
Bob and Joan McCoy
Eddie and Nicolette McNeely
Paul and Kay Miller
Carl and Margaret Miller
Lucinda and Lynn Miller
Kenneth Miller
Larry and Betsy Moore
Charles and Christine Moorehead
Paul and Jane Morton
Lois Neuenschwander
Leslie Park
Jo Anne Pheils
Roy and Stephanie Pollard
Keith Rogers
Jayne Roth
Judith Rowland
Laurence and Molly Ruben
Will Saunders
Ronald and Deborah Schulte
Robert and Linda Schwyn
William and Katie Shelley
Clark Siddle
Kenneth and Gayle Smythe
Janet Sollars
John and Linda Stevenson
Thomas and Connie Stocksdale
Bill and Helen Swank
Arvo Toukonen
Allen and Barbara Ulrich
Angela Van Fossen
William Vance
Karen and Richard Vincent
Donald Washington
Judith Woolery
Charles Wurth
Virginia Young
Paul and Suzanne zumFelde
Brett zumFelde
Union Rural Electric Cooperative Inc
Ohio Cattlemens Association
4-H Committee Brown 

County Grant Fund
Salem Veterinary Clinic
4-H Endowment Interest Fund 

- Mahoning County
OSU Extension - Union Co
JD Equipment Inc
Fairfield Medical Center
Warren Jr Women’s League/Gfwc
Honda Transmission Mfg 

Of America Inc
Marine Corps Family Support 

Community
PNC-Ag Banking Group
St Andrew Presbyterian Church
Fulton County Ohio Kennel Club

Paul Brown Concrete Inc
Snider-Blake Personnel Service
V F W Ohio Charities Post 6941
Hooves & Paws 4-H Club
American Sewing Guild Inc 

Cincinnati Chapter
Richmond Mill Inc
Evergreen Cemetery Association
Carbon Enterprises Inc
ADM Crop Risk Services
Channell Equipment
Farmers Equipment Inc
Donohoe Farms
American Legion Auxiliary 

Post No 134
Fredon Corporation
Emmanuel United Methodist Church

Gifts under $100 
Thomas and Ann Ahrns
Carol Allen
Louis and Karen Amicangelo
Christopher Andersen
Carolyn Anderson
Allen Auck
Lisa Barlage
Dennis and Amy Bell
Anna Bernard
Lynne Bieber and Paul Grunden
Aaron Boerger
Walter and Marie Bouic
Kenneth and Linda Bowers
John and Eva Bradshaw
Gary Bragg
Kevin and Amelia Brashear
Maurus Brown
Joel and Rena Call
James and Christina Carson
Brian and Lisa Case
Jill Clark
Graham and Stacy Cochran
Thomas and Beckie Congrove
Roger and Sallie Cook
Jeffrey Core
Harold and Rebecca Cropper
Mark and Susan Crowder
Richard and Margaret Cryder
William and Bondetta Cutcher
Courtney Dalrymple
James and Julie Dalzell
Jon and Brenda Davis
Jerome and Jaclyn Davis
Chris and Pat Dean
Mark and Cindy DeBellis
Deborah Delp
William and Pamela Derringer
Jacqueline Detillion
Jack and Helen Devitt
Patricia Donahue
Luther and Pamela Eirich
Anthony Eller
Charles and Sherry Evans

Continues on next page.
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Gifts under $100 
Continued

Delores Evans
David and Lynda Farrell
Timothy and Nadine Fogt
Glen and Sally Funk
Edward and Lisa Gallagher
Nicholas Garcia
Joe and Jill Gasper
Beth and Raymond Gaydos
Roger and Lynne Genter
Carolyn Gibeaut
Marcy Gifford
Danna Grant
Chester and Pauline Greene
Lisa Gress
Mary Gulas
Gail Gunderson
Thomas Guy and Gail DeGood-Guy
Karen Gwilliams
Sandra Hamilton
Robert and Patricia Harrod
Jason Hart
Donald and Judith Hauser
George and Beulah Heard
Sally Hickenbottom
Roger and Holly High
Melinda Hill
Glenn and Carmen Himes
Janet Holl
Helen Holter
Laryssa Hook
Robert and Jill Humphrey
Charles Hunt
Linda Hupp
James and Susan Hurst
Douglas Hurst
David and Kathy Jelley
Lisa Jinks
Jeffrey and Lesley Jirles
Pamela Joseph
Kazue Kasai
Beverly and Larry Kelbaugh
Jane Keyser
Jennifer Kiel
Andrew Kleinschmidt
Linda and Nick Krupa
Harold and Sandra Kruse
Sandra Kuhn
William Leach
Wesley and Lori Leeper
Mark Light
Bert and Lois Livingston
Edwin Lloyd
Arlene Logan
Lauren Logan
Diane Loveless
Barbara Ludwig
Anita Lukac
Sean and Jody Lundberg
Beth Maloney
Lynn Mande
Sharon Martin
Elizabeth Mastin
Hannah Mathers

Kimberly Mathewson
John and Diana McClure
Debra McComb
William McCoy and Vicki Schwartz
Julie McDonald
Irene Messmer
Odell and Mary Miller
Carol Miller
Rodney and Elizabeth Miller
Phillip and Teresa Millington
Norbert and Mary Ellen Miscovich
Pamela Montgomery
Mitchell Moser
Joyce Neer
Sally Okhuysen
Dante and Cynthia Oliveri
Donald and Sue Ordaz
Brent Packer
Deanna Park
Leslie and Betsy Paster

Terry and Mary Patton
H. Ann Perkins
Cathy Peterman
Eric Placke
Rachel Polinski
Jean Pontious
John and Lexie Poulson
David Prichard
Aaron and Chrystal Purnell
Brian Raison
Richard and Judith Ratzel
Elizabeth Reynertson
Richard and Norene Ricker
Kurt and Jennifer Rickett
Samuel and Emily Ridder
Pauline Riddlebarger
Kathryn Rieder
Jessica Rockey
Roy and Judith Roush
Patricia Rusch
Tish Sampson
James Sarosy
Mark and Deborah Schemmel
Deborah Schroeder and William Wertz
Stephanie Schulte
Stephen Schumacher
Art and Dottie Shepard
Gary Shipley
Dorothy Silverman
Kris Simpson
Keith and Kathleen Smith
Brian Smith

Mary Smith
Dianna Smith
Nancy Snook
Sarah Starr
Ronald Steele
Carl and Nancy Stehulak
Roger and Connie Stitzlein
Joe and Cindy Stockwell
Douglas and Minnie Taylor
Phyllis Taylor
Raymond and Bonita Temple
Gene Thomas
Naomi Toney
Ortho and Jeannie Trapp
Stephen and Barbara Tucker
Max and Mary Van Buren
Ben Vause
Christopher Veidt
Joseph and Martha Ventolo
Anna Victor
Judith Villard
Diane Vollrath
Kyle Von Kamp
Stephanie Watson and Jose Rodil
Melissa and Ronald Weber
David and Ann Wennberg
Benjamin and Amanda Wenner
Travis and Carma West
Mike Westfall
Joy Weygandt
Judy Wheeler
David and Kathy Wickline
Rodney Wilson
Sandra Wince
John and Jane Wright
Emily Yoders-Horn and Bryan Horn
Glenn and Janet Zimmerman
4-H Advisory Council of 

Fulton County
4-H Belmont County Council
4-H Club Little Rascals Lorain
4-H Dynamic Dogs Club
4-H Hoof Beats Club
4-H Junior Livestock Growers Club
4-H Lucky Leesburg Club
AARP Chapter 395-Oberlin
Barry & Judith Boerger Trust
Capital City Electric LLC
Citizens National Bank
Elder & Elder Attorneys-at-Law
Fram East Business Central 

Flower Fund
Gray Farm
Honda of America Mfg Inc
Lantz Farms Inc
Mechanicsburg Implement Inc
Ohio Genealogical Society
Ohio Pork Schop
Pro Market Real Estate Solutions Inc
RKS Design & Construction LLC 
Shuman Farms Inc
Spencer & Beals
Walter Properties Inc

Donor Honor Roll Continued, July 1 to September 30, 2010

Ohio 4-H Numbers

33 
Number of scholarship 
recipients for Academic 

Year 2010-11.

$63,000 
Total amount of 

scholarships awarded.

27
Number of youth members 

scheduled to attend the 
2010 National 4-H Congress 

in Atlanta, Georgia.

224 
Clock Trophy winners at 
the 2010 Ohio State Fair.

46,000 
Number of Ohio 

Youth who had camp 
experiences in 2009.

3,000
Number of camp counselors.

63 
Number of grants awarded 

the by Ohio 4-H Foundation 
Grants Selection Committee.

$131,000
Value of Grants awarded the 

by Ohio 4-H Foundation 
Grants Selection Committee.

$272,600
Value of endowment 

distribution to counties 
and camps.

75
The number of Counties with 

active endowment funds.

7
The number of endowment 

funds for 4-H Camps.

Thank You for Supporting Ohio 4-H!



Executive Committee
Bob Joseph, President
Jed Osborn, Finance Chair
Karen Corcoran, VP & Stewardship Chair
Roger Himes, VP & Major Gifts Chair
Chuck Bell, County Endowments Chair
Jean Bell, Grants & Bylaws Chair
Cindy Rasmussen, Nominating Chair
Howard Warner, Secretary

Business/Industry Representatives
Dale Arnold, Ohio Farm Bureau Foundation, Franklin 
County
Patricia Brundige, (Total Ultimate Foods), Franklin 
County
Jodi Garrison, Hirth Norris & Garrison, LLP, Madison 
County
Roger Himes, Turner Construction Company, 
Franklin County
Robert Joseph, (Abbott Nutrition), Franklin County
Jed Osborn, Ball Corporation, Hancock County
Bill Tyznik, TizWhiz Feeds, Franklin County
Mike Westfall, Farm Credit Services of Mid-America, 
Clark County

At-Large Members
Gale Betterly, B.W. Rogers Co., Summit County
Jean Bell, (Nationwide) Community Volunteer, 
Muskingum County
Karen Corcoran, (Nationwide) Ohio U., Ross County
Clarence Cunningham, OSU Professor, Emeritus, 
Franklin County
Jill Hoffman Gasper, (Nationwide) Community 
Volunteer, Franklin County
Sandra Hamilton, McGraw-Hill Cos., Knox County
Mitzi Kitchen, Kenton Schools, Hardin County
Betsy Moore, Pickaway-Ross Career and Technology 
Center, Ross County
Fred Pepple, Common Pleas Court, Auglaize County
Cindy Rasmussen, (Nationwide) Community 
Volunteer, Franklin County
Howard Warner, Community Volunteer, Butler 
County

Ohio Association of Extension 
Professionals
Mary Beth Albright, Huron County
Nate Arnett, Montgomery County
Kirk Bloir, Franklin County
Joy Sharp, Pickaway County

Extension Emeriti
Chuck Bell, Guernsey County

State Extension Advisory Committee
Bill Clark, Shelby County

Youth Members
Kyle Amore, Fayette County
Andrea Blamble, Franklin County
Erica Clouse, Guernsey County
Lynnze English, Montgomery County
Gregory Howard, Ashtabula County
Katrina Swinehart, Fairfield County

Honorary Trustees
E. Gordon Gee	 Ted Strickland
Bobby Moser	 Mary Yerina

Permanent Trustees
Tom Archer	 Keith Smith

Board of Trustees
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Truly Worth Celebrating!

The 2010 Celebration 
of Youth included over 
250 registrants and 
raised over $100,000 
for Ohio 4-H!

A high point of the 
evening was a live 
auction orchestrated by 
Johnny Regula. Johnny 
had help at the podium 
from Rachel Garrison 
to obtain the evening’s 
top live auction bid. 
Rachel is a 9-year 4-H 
member from Madison County and 
daughter of Foundation Board member 
Jodi Garrison. The Garrison family 
donated ¼ quarter of beef (about 225 
– 250 pounds) complete with a fully 
accessorized grill. The twist is that “RGC 
Thunder”—a registered Simmental 
Steer—is Rachel’s 4-H project. Rachel 
ran him through the sale ring as a calf 
last July at the Madison County Fair and 
received a premium that she is using to 

help feed him out. She will return to the 
Madison County Fair with her fattened 
steer in July, 2011 and sell him there. 
Hirth, Norris & Garrison, LLP will 
purchase Thunder, and then process and 
deliver the beef to lucky winning bidders 
Jerry and Debbie McClain. The beef 
will be ready around August 1, 2011. 

Get ready for the cookout!

The Ohio 4-H Foundation Board of 
Trustees sincerely thanks the small army 
of volunteers and the generous auction 
donors whose contributions made 
Celebration of Youth such great fun. We 
deeply appreciate the sponsors and all 
the guests whose gifts made the evening 
such a huge success. See you next year!

Rachel Garrison helps to generate top auction bid, above with auctioneer 
Johnny Regula, and here with her steer.

Honk if you love 4-H!!
Let Everyone Know that you believe in the 4-H values of developing 

leadership, citizenship, character, and life skills in Ohio’s youth.
	 Three ways to order yours:

		  1. Call 1-866-675-2837
		  2. Go to your local Deputy Registrar	
		  3. Online at http://bmv.ohio.gov/sp_ohio_4h.stm

Proceeds from license plate sales support Ohio 4-H!



Nationwide & Ohio Farm Bureau 4-H Center
2201 Fred Taylor Drive
Columbus, OH 43210-1156

Ohio State University Extension embraces human diversity 
and is committed to ensuring that all research and related 
programs are available to clientele on a nondiscriminatory 
basis without regard to race, color, creed, religion, sex, 
age, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity or 
expression, disability or Vietnam-era veteran status.
Keith L. Smith, Ph.D., Associate Vice President for 
Agricultural. Adm. and Director, OSU Extension.
TDD No. 800-589-8292 (Ohio only) or 614-292-1868

The New York Life Foundation 
in partnership with National 4-H 
Council is supporting service learning 
programming in Ohio, New York, and 
Minnesota with a $1.6 million grant. 
Cleveland and Cuyahoga County have 
received $256,000 to reach youth and 
have a significant impact. Dubbed the 
New York Life Youth in Governance 
4-H Clubs Program, the project allows 
youth to develop a greater connection 
to their communities through service 
learning, interaction with public 
officials, and involvement in the 
democratic process. For example, club 
members visited Ohio’s State Capitol to 
advocate successfully for their position 
on the Ohio Graduation Test with State 
Legislators.

According to Program Coordinator Joe 
Crawford, underserved youth develop 
civic leadership skills by participating 
in partnership with caring adults 

and learning by doing. A resounding 
success, the grant supported 25 clubs 
and reached more than 600 Cleveland 
area youth. 

Twenty-five emerging young leaders 
from Cleveland attended Citizenship 
Washington Focus in Washington, D.C. 
last July.  In the words of one Cleveland 
4-H youth member, “The Citizenship 
Washington Focus trip was absolutely 
amazing.  I had a great time doing 
everything from making pre-action to 
finalizing our future goals on the last 
day of the trip.  As a group we learned 
we could make a remarkable difference 
in our country.”

The National 4-H Council Board of 
Trustees recently honored the New 
York Life Foundation with the Crystal 
Clover Award for its support of this 
initiative. The ceremony occurred at the 
home of OSU President and National 

4-H Council trustee E. Gordon Gee. 
Lance LaVergne, Vice President and 
Chief Diversity Officer, New York 
Life Insurance Company, accepted 
the award. Several Cuyahoga County 
youth attended, including Cassandra 
Bronson, Jamal West, Ambriel Smith, 
Marcos Bryson.

Donor Spotlight: New York Life Foundation

NYL Youth in Governance 4-H Club 
Meeting with Senator George Voinovich 
and Representative Marcia Fudge in 
Washington, D.C.


