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Operation: Military Kids Program 

Hosts 5 th  Annual Camp at Kellyôs Island 

The Operation: Military 

Kids (OMK) program held 

its 5th annual camp at Kel-

leys Island on August 10-14, 

2009, with 227 campers 

attending. The camp is de-

signed for youth ages 9 to 

15 who have parents in any 

branch of the military that 

have been deployed, are 

currently deployed, or are 

preparing to deploy overseas. New this year, the OMK program held two 

camps simultaneously on different sites at Kelleys Island to expand par-

ticipation to more youth across the state. The 9- to 11-year olds were 

housed at the Erie County 4-H Camp and the teen campers were a mile 

down the road at Camp Patmos. This expansion, made possible by addi-

tional grant funding from the Office of the Secretary of Defense as well as 

cash and in-kind donations, enabled slots for nearly 100 more campers. 

The camp is a joint effort of Ohio 4-H and the Ohio National Guardôs 

Family Readiness program. Its purpose is to provide positive youth de-

velopment experiences for youth with parents deployed in military ser-

vice. Camps provide an opportunity to be with other youth in the same 

situation, to learn new things, and to have fun in an outdoor setting. The 

friendships the youth develop at camp are very important in dealing with 

the struggles of having parents overseas. 

At camp, the youth experience all of the activities that are traditional at 

any 4-H camp, such as swimming, canoeing, campfires, crafts, and sleep-

ing in cabins. Other activities aim to help children to develop teamwork 

and leadership skills. The teen camp also included a community service 

project to benefit the Kelleys Island community. Team of campers 

painted tables at the local VFW post and laid a paver sidewalk to improve 

access to the local veteransô memorial. The sidewalk was dedicated in a 

short ceremony on the last day of camp. 

The closing ceremonies for the camp included a delegation of seven state 

legislators, the mayors of Kelleys Island and Marblehead, and several 

donors, including Bob  and Linda Joseph, 4-H volunteers and  Bob a 

graduate of the College of Food, Agricultural & Environmental Sciences. 

In addition, checks totaling $11,500 were presented from new donors; 

Wal-Mart Stores, Inc., Cash America International, Check Smart Finan-

cial, Meijer, Proggemeyer Design Group, Nucor Steel Marion, Inc., and 

Tom Pappas & Associates. 
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The 12th annual, Celebration of Youth event took place on Saturday, October 3, 2009 at the Nationwide & 
Ohio Farm Bureau 4-H Center.  Over 200 friends of 4-H and guests came together to celebrate and raise 
money for the Ohio 4-H program.  This yearôs event, 4-H ï I -O, was a family friendly tailgate with many 
hands-on activities for the guests, a silent auction, live music and much more. 

Dr. Bobby Moser spoke on the importance of the 4-H program and the value it brings to the College of Food, 
Agricultural and Environmental Sciences at The Ohio State University.  In addition, Carey Williams, a 4 -H 
member from Ross County, spoke of her valuable experiences in 4-H and how it has helped with the learning 
disability that she has and the struggles she has overcome.  The Ohio 4-H Foundation would like to sincerely 

thank everyone for their time and dedication to this important program that helps so many youth across the state make the best better. 

Celebration of Youth is the annual fundraiser for the 4 -H Foundation.  Thanks to the generous support of donors and volunteers the 
event raised approximately $75,000 from sponsorships, ticket sales and the silent auction this year for the Ohio 4-H Foundation En-
dowment.  Proceeds from the event will be used to expand and enhance 4-H programs across the state.   A variety of opportunities are 
available to support 4-H Youth Development in Ohio.  For more information on giving to 4 -H, visit our website at www.ohio4h.org/

foundation  or call the Foundation office.  

2009 Celebration of Youth A Success  

OMK article continued from page 1  

In addition to the summer camp, Operation: Military Kids holds 

regional one-day Hero Camps in different parts of the state.  As 

well as camp activities for the youth, there is a parent track  de-

signed to address topics such as family finances, understanding 

your child, and stress management. These sessions encourage 

interaction among military families and aim to create stronger 

bonds and family resilience through meeting the needs of the  

entire family.  

The OMK program is a partnership with Army Child, Youth, and 

School Services; National 4-H Headquarters; and Ohio 4-H Youth 

Development. There are 49 states and the District of  Columbia 

involved in this national initiative to help military youth find posi-

tive ways to cope with the stress of their parentsô deployment.  

Ohio has been participating in the program since 2005. For more 

information on the OMK program in Ohio visit their website at 

http://operationmilitarykids.ohio4h.org .  Additionally, the Ohio  

4-H Foundation would like to thank the donors listed below as 

well as all of the individual donors that support OMK.  For more 

information on how to donate to Operation: Military Kids contact 

the 4-H Foundation office at 614-292-6943. 

 

Donors to Operation: Military Kids  

USO of Central Ohio 

Ohio 4-H Foundation  

AT&T Pioneers, Ohio Life Member Council 

Ohio Child Conservation League 

OSU Army ROTC Alumni Society 

Leland Foundation, Inc.  

American Legion Post 188 

American Legion Post 733, Ladies Auxiliary American Legion Post 

733, American Legion Riders 

Covenant Presbyterian Church, Columbus 

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, Columbus 

Ceramics Anonymous, Inc., Columbus 

Accenture (Fairborn)  

2009 Event Sponsors  

Platinum Clover  

Bob Evans Farms 

Nationwide  

Touchstone Energy Cooperatives of Ohio 

Silver Clover  

ABN Radio 

Farm Credit Services 

Heinerôs Bakery/Sara Lee 

Ohio Farm Bureau Federation 

OSU Extension 

OSU College of Food, Agricultural &  

 Environmental Sciences 

Turner Construction Company  

Bronze Clover  

COBA/Select Sires Inc. 

Anderson Companies 

Family Clover  

HC Nutting Co. 

OSU College of Education & Human Ecology 

The Savings Bank of Circleville 

Irv & Jean Bell  

Clarence & Jane Cunningham 

John & Anne Foltz 

Joseph & Jill Hoffman Gasper 

Chuck & Gwyenna Lifer 

Jim & Nancy Patterson 

Steve & Cindy Rasmussen 

Arden & Clarice Shisler 

In -Kind Sponsors  

Amanda Hills Spring Water  

Heinerôs Bakery-Sara Lee 

Mt. Victory Meats  

Carey Williams, 4 -H ambassador and member, 
spoke to the guests about her experiences in 4-H 
and how they have helped her overcome her 
learning disabilities.   Carey gave a moving speech 
and received a standing ovation from the crowd . 

http://www.ohio4h.org/foundation
http://www.ohio4h.org/foundation
http://operationmilitarykids.ohio4h.org
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Gifts $10,000 or more  
4-H Endowment Committee - Monroe Co. 
4-H Jefferson County Committee 
Bob Evans Farms Inc 
Buckeye Power Inc 
Lorain County Dairy Youth Auction  
Nationwide Mutual Insurance Co  
Ohio Farm Bureau Federation Inc 
State Farm Insurance 

Gifts $5,000 -$9,999  
Catherine Bergman 
Dennis and Connie Cahill 
Bob and Linda Joseph 
Don and Jane Schriver 
4-H Endowment Board - Lorain County  
Farm Credit Services of Mid America ACA 
Honda of America Mfg Inc  
National 4 -H Council  
Ohio Township Association 

Gifts $2,500 -$4,999  
Irv and Jean Bell 
Jeff and Jill King  
Bob and Joan McCoy 
Jim and Nancy Patterson 
Arden and Clarice Shisler 
4-H Club Fund of Portage County 
4-H Erie County Committee  
Adena Health System 
Country Kids OCCL 
Sara Lee 
Turner Construction Company  

Gifts $1,000 -$2,499  
Patricia Brundige  
Beatrice Cleveland 
Edward and Roberta Dussel 
Bonnie Everett 
Louis and Joan Eyerman 
Larry Hall  
Jim and Marlene Helt  
Erin and Brian Wingfield  
Doris Huffman  
Norma Pitts  
Stephen and Cindy Rasmussen 
Ryan Schmiesing 
Howard and Judith Warner  
Bridget Weigly  
Virginia Zirkle  
American Electric Power 
Apex Environmental LLC  
Bob Evans Farms Inc 
Brewster Dairy Inc  
Cash America 
Checksmart Financial Services 

Cincinnati Flower Growers Association 
COBA/Select Sires Inc. 
Franklin County Farm Bureau Inc  
Greene County Beef Cattle Assoc Inc 
Nucor Steel Marion Inc  
Ohio Cattlewomen 
Ohio Dairy Goat Association 
Ohio Pork Producers Council 
OSCO Industries Foundation 
Pike County YMCA 

Gifts of $500 -$999  
Barney and Carol Barnett 
Charles and Sue Bell 
Thomas and Donnette Calhoon 
Kristyn Carman  
Clarence and Jane Cunningham 
Theresa Ferrari 
John and Anne Foltz 
Joe and Jill Gasper 
Charles Ingraham 
Barry Jenkins 
Hannah Kohler  
Chuck and Gwyenna Lifer 
Jim and Lillian Marquand  
John and Joan Stoner 
Tanis Sue and Harold Stormont 
Charles Wurth 
4-H Belmont County Council  
4-H Portage Co. Fund Raising Committee 
Albert Automotive Group  
Columbia Gas of Ohio Inc A  
H C Nutting Company -Terricon Company 
Honda Transmission Mfg Of America Inc  
Lithko Contracting Inc  
Ohio Cattlemens Foundation 
PPG Industries Inc  
Savings Bank Of Circleville 
VFW Mullen Murray Post 451 Charity  
William O & Gertrude Lewis Frohring Fnd  

Gifts of $100 -$499  
Pamela Anderson and Peter Torgerson 
Eldon and Virginia Aupperle  
Ella Mae Bard 
Earl and Susan Beery 
Carolyn Belczyk 
James and Bonnie Blevins 
Kirk and Marlise Bloir  
Joseph Boggs 
Walter and Marie Bouic  
John and Eva Bradshaw 
Maurus Brown  
Edward and Phyllis Calomeni 
Bob and Lynda Chapman 
James and Joan Cobb 

Nikki and William Conklin  
Larry and Sue Corbin 
Kevin Corcoran 
Gary Craine 
Harold and Rebecca Cropper 
Donald De Weese 
Patricia Donahue 
Thomas Durbin  
Harold and Marilyn Elliott  
David and Lynda Farrell  
William and Kathleen Fox  
Steve and Kathleen Gamble 
Roger and Lynne Genter 
Kash and Ellen Gilbert 
Dean and Nancy Gillogly 
Thomas and Gina Guill 
Bruce Haislip  
Mike Haller  
Timothy Hartsock  
Calvin and Toni Held  
Don and Joan Herr 
Luther Hill  
Joann Hingsbergen 
Francis and Judy Hirsch 
Charles and Susanne Hirth 
Harold Hoffman  
Darrel Howard  
Marion Howard  
James and Susan Hurst 
Steven Hurtt  
David and Kathy Jelley 
Richard and Linda Johannes 
Amy and Barry Jolliff  
Linda Joseph 
Andrew Kleinschmidt  
Edison and Ruth Klingler  
Pamela La Plante 
Mark Light  
Mark and Jeanette List 
Daniel and Marilyn Masters  
Florance Meadows 
Carol Miller  
David and Candis Miller  
Paul and Kay Miller  
Kenneth Miller  
Deo Miltenberger  
Elaine Minor  
David and Alice Miskell  
Jane Mitchell  
Steven Moore 
Paul and Jane Morton 
Carolyn Nightingale  
Kenneth and Sharen O'Brock 
Rebecca Paine 
Ronald and Judy Pickworth  
Continued on next page... 

A special thank you to the following individuals, corporations and                                        

organizations for donating to Ohio 4 -H from July -September 2009  

Donor Recognition  
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Gifts of $100-$499 contôd 

Roy and Stephanie Pollard 
Douglas and Kathy Reed 
Randall and Margaret Reeder 
Larry and Eileen Rhonemus 
Kenneth and Lucille Rinehart  
Gary and Kristen Robinson 
Libby Ross 
Jayne Roth 
Laurence and Molly Ruben 
Vicki Ryan 
Deanna Salisbury 
Robert and Peggy Scherer 
Jenny and Wayne Schroeder 
Elizabeth Seymour 
Clyde and Theresa Shammo 
Robert and Virginia Shammo 
Fredrick Shininger  
Kris Simpson 
Mark and Holly Smith  
Ruth Stackhouse 
Carl and Nancy Stehulak 
Anna Stillwell  

Scott Storick 
Bill and Helen Swank 
William and Elizabeth Tyznik  
Allen and Barbara Ulrich  
Marty Vallery  
Carolyn Van Dyke 
Morris and Norma Van Gorden  
William Vance 
Frank and Cleona VanVoorhis 
Judith Villard  
Diane Vollrath  
Thomas and Eva Weber 
Judith and Kelso Wessel 
Travis and Carma West 
Ralph Williamson  
Kenneth and Carolyn Wilson 
Sandra Wince 
Elsie Wise 
4-H Committee of Wyandot Co. 
4-H Glenford Harvesters Club 
Accenture LLP 
American Legion Post #58 
American Legion Riders Assoc. 

Argo Sales Company Inc 
Benevolent Order of Elks - #509  
Boring-Sheridan Funeral Homes 
Brown Farms 
Coconis Funiture 
Dannon Company Inc 
Emily's Photography 
Forgrave Auto Body 
Fort Steuben Maintenance Inc 
Fulton Co. Ohio Kennel Club 
Hole in the Wall  
Industrial Parkway Services  
JC Home Medical Equipment  
JT Plus Well Service LLC 
Just-a-Mere Farm 
Kalkreuth Roofing Inc  
King Club Calves 
McDonald's of New Lexington  
McLain Hill Rugg & Associates 
Monroe County Beacon Inc 
Mt Perry Foods 
Ocean House Condominium Inc 
OSU Extension of Butler County 

Perry Co Commissioners  
Perry County Gun Bash 
Physicians Choice Respiratory     
 Services Inc.  
Piqua Dog Club 
R C Poling Company Inc 
Rick Miller & Company  
Riesbeck's Food Store 
Rooster's Newark 
Schmidt's Party/Banquet House  
Scrapbookers Haven 
Snider Equipment Rental  
South Florida Fair Expo Inc  
Stay-N-Play Kennels 
The Energy Cooperative  
The Sech-Kar Company 
The Shelly Company 
Thomas J Edwards DDS Inc 
Thornville Family Medical Ctr  
Thornville Pharmacy  
Thornville Subway 
Velvet Ice Cream Company 
Walhonding Valley Grange-1751 

Youth Learn Leadership At 4 -H Camp  
The Ohio 4-H program offers many opportunities for youth across the state to participate at summer camps in many different areas  of 
interest.   Many youth gain valuable skills and knowledge through their camping experiences; such as leadership and teamwork, all 
while making new friends and having fun.   The 4-H Leadership Camp is a great example of an opportunity for youth to hone and    
enhance their skills that will help them in many aspects of their lives.   Leadership camp is supported by Nationwide and Ohio Farm 
Bureau and through that each county in the state is able to send two 4-H teen leaders to represent their county free of charge.  

The 2009 State 4-H Leadership Camp was an excellent leadership development experience for Ohio 4-H teens again this year.  The 
campers themselves are responsible for deciding, planning, conducting, and evaluating almost everything that occurs at the week-long 
camp.  In doing so, they develop real-life leadership knowledge, skills, attitudes and aspirations and achieve the other objectives and 
purposes. When campers arrive at Camp Ohio they divide into program planning committees, leadership groups, cabin groups, and a 
variety of other committees and work groups.  With others in their groups, campers plan, conduct, participate in, and evaluat e every-
thing else that happens during the week-long camp including the camp behavior guidelines and all the major programs and events 
which take place at camp.  As a sponsor of the camp, Ohio Farm Bureauôs Jack Fisher had this to say, "Ohio Farm Bureau is proud to 
sponsor the state 4-H Leadership Camp because we are committed to: strong relationships, a strong agricultural industry, and strong 
communities served by committed leaders.  We are also deeply committed, like 4-H, to "making the best better" by investing in ou r 
greatest natural resource: our young people.  4-H and Extension are prime examples of building people first followed by building  com-
munities.  We appreciate all you do for young people and our future." 

State 4-H Leadership Camp is an once-in-a-lifetime, challenging, in -depth, learn-by-doing leadership development experience. It is 
one of the best programs of its kind in the nation.  In addition, this yearôs 
camp was better than ever with some of our stateôs top government officials, 
business leaders, educational leaders, recreational leaders, and civic leaders 
being on hand during the week to provide excellent leadership presentations 
and ñlearn by doingò leadership sessions.  As previously mentioned Nation-
wide is also an important supporter of 4 -H and Leadership Camp.  Nation-
wide has deep roots in agriculture.  The company began in 1926 as the Ohio 
Farm Bureau and has grown to the leading insurance company it is today," 
said Chad Jester, president of the Nationwide Insurance Foundation.  "We're 
proud to support the Ohio 4 -H Leadership Camp in honor of our heritage and 
our commitment to youth."  

The Ohio 4-H Foundation would like to sincerely thank Nationwide & Ohio 
Farm Bureau Federation for their dedication to providing resources for the 
Ohio 4-H youth to continue Making the Best Better.  To learn more about 
Leadership Camp or other camping opportunities with 4 -H visit our website 
at www.ohio4h.org  or contact your local county extension office. 

Ohio Supreme Court Justice Robert Cupp (4-H alumnus and 4 -H 

parent himself) spent time at the camp and is pictured above 

talking with a small group of Leadership Campers on public 

service leadership.  

http://www.ohio4h.org
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Nationwide & Ohio Farm Bureau 4 -H Center Corner  

While the official 4 -H Center fundraising campaign has reached itôs $15.5 million goal, 

we continue to accept and appreciate gifts made to the 4-H Center endowment and sup-

port fund, through The Ohio State University Development  fund.  The Nationwide & 

Ohio Farm Bureau 4-H Center Endowment Fund, continues to support the building 

maintenance and upkeep along with the rental feeôs collected from the use of the confer-

ence facilities.  To make a donation to the 4-H Center fund call the Ohio 4-H Foundation 

at 614-292-6943 or to give online visit  https://www.giveto.osu.edu/igive/OnlineGiving/ . 

§ Jonard Family 4 -H Scholarship Fund 
 
§ Miami County 4 -H Endowment Fund  
 
§ Kathleen Retzler Memorial 4 -H Endowment Fund for Clermont County  
 
§ Ohio State Fair Hall of Fame Band and Choir Scholarship Endowment 

Fund 
 
§ The Dale E. & Bernice E. Mansperger Endowment Fund for Camp Palmer 
 

4-H Scholarships NOW AVAILABLE!  

ATTENTION 4 -H MEMBERS: Applications for the 2010 4 -H 

Scholarships are now available online at www.ohio4h.org/youth/

awards.  The Ohio 4-H Foundation awards over $45,000 in aid 

each year to 4-H members across the state.  Check out the web-

site TODAY!  Donôt miss out on this important opportunity!! 

To learn more about the facility or rental information visit our 

website at www.ohio4 -hcenter.org/index.html  or contact Allen 

Auck, Building Coordinator, or Amelia Brashear at 614 -292 -4444 . 

Donôt forget 

to order your 

4-H License 

Plate at your 

local BMV 

this year to 

support the 

Ohio 4 -H  

program!!  

The Nationwide & Ohio Farm Bureau 4 -H Center is a great place to host your next event.  The state -of -

the art ñgreenò building has many different conference rooms and a large auditorium to accommodate 

groups of many sizes.  It is an ideal space for a conference, dinner or wedding!  Also, check out the 5th 

floor with the roof -top deck,  that offers fantastic views of campus and the downtown skyline!  

Photo By Brad Feinknopf  

New 4 -H Endowments Approved  



Special Recognition -Bill McCleery  
The Ohio 4-H Foundation is proud to recognize Bill McCleery and his work with the fundraising 
effort of the Nationwide & Ohio Farm Bureau 4 -H Center.  Bill McCleery spent over eight years 
working at The Ohio State University with the mission to raise $15.5 million to build a 4 -H center 
for youth across the state.  McCleery did just that in his time with Ohio State and the Ohio 4-H 
Youth Development program to make the Nationwide & Ohio Farm Bureau 4-H Center a reality 
along with many volunteers and donors. 

After retiring from the Boy Scouts of America where he served in many capacities over his career 
with the organization, McCleery decided to come work for Ohio 4-H to help achieve the dream of 
having a 4-H Center, to serve 4-H members and the communities across the state of Ohio.  Bill was 
referred to as the ñconductorò of the train for the campaign steering committee to provide leader-
ship to all of the moving parts of the fundraising effort for the 4 -H Center building campaign.    
With the steering committee already underway as Bill stepped into his position the committee was 
sure he was the right person for the job.  Jim Dailey, 4-H Center steering committee member, 
spoke of Billôs work, ñIt was a pleasure to work with Bill over the eight and a half years of the Na-
tionwide Farm Bureau 4-H Building Project.   Bill brought with him from his Boy Scout back-
ground the motto "Be Prepared", and he always was.  He never seemed to get down when things didn't go well and he kept the rest of 
us on track. He added real value to the fund raising effort.ò  As the fundraising goal continued to rise for the campaign as the needs 
grew, Bill met every challenge and succeeded in his efforts. 

Following completion of the $15.5 million building campaign, Bill transitioned to being a part of the College of Food, Agricu ltu re and 
Environmental Sciences Development team, while still focusing on raising money to help support  OSU Extension and the Ohio 4-H 
program.  Bill has touched the lives of so many donors and friends of 4-H throughout his time with the University, that have in turn 
touched the lives of youth across the state. 

Bill retired from his position as a Development Officer with 4 -H and Ohio State in August and he is truly missed by all of his co-
workers and friends.  The Ohio 4-H Foundation and the Ohio 4 -H Youth Development program would like to say thank you to Bill for  
all of his hard work in raising funds to support Ohio 4 -H and in his desire to Make the Best Better.  We are extremely grateful for your 
time, efforts and dedication to the Ohio 4 -H program and wish you the best in retirement.  

Nationwide & Ohio Farm Bureau 4 -H Center  

2201 Fred Taylor Dr. 

Columbus, OH 43210  

All educational programs conducted by Ohio State University Extension are available 
to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis without regard to race, color, creed, religion, 
sexual orientation, national origin, gender, age, disability or Vietnam-era veteran status. 

Keith L. Smith, Associate Vice President for Ag. Adm. and Director, OSU Extension. 

TDD No. 800-589-8292 (Ohio only) or 614-292-1868 

To Make The Best Better  


