TO:
All 4-H Staff

FR:
Allen Auck


Lisa McCutcheon

Program Manager

Extension Educator, Licking County

4-H Youth Development

4-H Youth Development
Re:  
State Achievement Awards & Scholarships

Thanks to all for your involvement with the revision of the Achievement Awards and Ohio 4-H Scholarships over the past few years.   The goal for the 2012 awards process is to continue to improve the process.
Key points for the 2012 system:
· Applications are due to Allen Auck in the State Office, no later than 5 p.m. February 6, 2012. Achievement Award & Scholarship Applications may be brought to the 4-H In-Service on Monday, February 6.  Applications postmarked on February 6, 2012 or later will be late and therefore ineligible for consideration. On-line scholarship applications are due by February 15.
· Counties must submit a State Achievement Award Transmittal Form.  This will better enable the selection committee to make sure that each application has been considered in all the categories in which they may have applied.   This form is found at: www.ohio4h.org/aauck/.  It will be on-line early next week.
· Counties must submit State Achievement Award Application information on-line.  Due to limitations in the software program being used, each application you receive must be entered. “If one application has multiple awards, it has to be re-entered  for each award.”  This will better enable the selection committee to make sure that each application has been considered in all the categories in which they may have applied.   This form is found at: www.ohio4h.org/aauck/
· 4-H members must submit an application for each award applied for.  Photocopies are acceptable if there are no changes in the applications for multiple award areas.
· Separate out the applications for State Junior Fair Board.  Finalists will be invited to the Teen Conference for a personal interview. You can nominate two males & females.
· Each Achievement Application must have the State Achievement Information sheet stapled to it.   These are found at: http://www.ohio4h.org/aauck/

Selections will take place February 23, 2012.  
· In cases where an applicant will be reviewed for more than one award area, the County will indicate on the Information Sheet the area of the 4-H member’s primary category/interest.  That will be used only if the 4-H’er is a finalist for multiple awards.  

For example, if Chris Clover is selected as the top youth in both Beef and Leadership, (but is only eligible to receive one award), AND if the county has indicated that Leadership is Chris Clover’s primary area of interest, then the selection committee will award Chris the Leadership award and the Beef award to another 4-H member.
· County educators will be asked to serve for one day of awards selection in Columbus.  Teams of two educators will be put together to review no more than 40 applications, ideally within the educators area of specialization.  Efforts are being made to develop teams that include state and county staff, as well as a good mix of educators from all geographic areas of the state.
Don’t Forget:

· State Achievement Information Sheet, stapled to each application, indicating the member’s primary interest and/or strength.
· County Transmittal Form (a summary of every application submitted to state office).
· Submit information on-line
· Deadline, February 6, 2012, 5 p.m. to Allen Auck at the State 4-H Office





















